
Toledo Technology Academy offers 

an opportunity for students to get 

free assistance in academic areas 

each week. The Academic Assist/

Tutoring program runs Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

after school in the Russian room. 

Students may attend any of these 

days from 3:45—4:45 without an 

appointment.  

Each day, a science or math teacher 

is available for assistance and on 

Mondays and Wednesdays an English 

teacher is also available. Chrome-

books/computers are also available 

for student use. Students need to 

report directly to Academic Assist 

after school and will sign in and out 

each day. While in attendance, stu-

dents are expected to be productive 

and working on schoolwork. Staff 

members are on hand to provide 

additional instruction as needed. 

Students can complete homework, 

work on papers and projects, or just 

ask a teacher to help with a concept 

or section of a class with which they 

are struggling.  

Students not working, playing games 

on the computers or disturbing oth-

ers will be asked to leave the tutor-

ing room so the remaining students 

have an opportunity to work in a 

quiet, distraction-free environment.  

This program runs each week. Ses-

sions are not held the day before a 

holiday (such as the Tuesday before 

Thanksgiving break) and are also 

cancelled during exam weeks and 

Second Week. If your child needs 

assistance, please take advantage of 

these free and helpful sessions.  

 

• Ongoing: Academic Assist Tutoring M-Th 3:45-4:45 

• 10/23 Picture Day 

• 11/2 Friday: Field of Screams Halloween Party Field of Dreams Drive-In 

• 11/6 Tuesday—No school—Teacher in-service (election day) 

• 11/12 Monday Flu Shots available at TTA for Students and Staff (Parent 
Permission necessary) 

• 11/15 Thursday TTA Open House 4:30 Student Volunteers Needed 

• 11/17 Holiday Parade 10 a.m. 

• 11/21-23 Thanksgiving Break Wednesday through Friday 

• 11/30 Friday—Lego Tournament Set-up 

• 12/1 Saturday FIRST Lego League Qualifier Tournament Volunteers Need-
ed 

A C A D E M I C  A S S I S T / T U T O R I N G  P R O G R A M  

I N S T R U C T O R  

C O N T A C T  I N -

F O R M A T I O N  
 

English 

Annette Ryden ary-

den@tps.org 

Gateway to Tech 

Shelby McElroy 

smcelroy1@tps.org 

Earth Science 

Chris Tanner ctan-

ner1@tps.org 

Math 

Dale Price 

dprice@tps.org 

Physical Education 

Anton Hubbard ahub-

bard@tps.org 

Rod Saunders 

rsaunder@tps.org 

Pre-Engineering  Tech-

nology 

Michael Saloiye 

msaloiye1@tps.org 

Social Studies 

Andrew Brandt 

abrandt@tps.org 

Main Office phone 

number:  

419-671-3900 
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We are off to a great start in 

8th grade English. Students 

just finished the documentary 

novel Nothing But the Truth, by 

prolific young adult author AVI. 

While reading this thought-

provoking book, students ana-

lyzed the First Amendment as 

well as examples of current 

news items that mimic the 

events of the novel. We had 

some fantastic discussions as 

a result! 

In addition, students have 

been reading short stories with 

the focus on Point of View as a 

important story-telling tech-

nique as well as the twist end-

ing. We read Bradbury’s The 

Veldt, O. Henry’s A  Retrieved 

Reformation and Shirley Jack-

son’s The Lottery. 

We are proceeding on to a 

couple of Edgar Allan Poe’s 

most famous short stories: The 

Tell-Tale Heart and The Black 

Cat. In addition, students will 

be choosing a non-fiction book 

to read over the end of October 

and the beginning of Novem-

ber. They will be able to select 

from a fantastic array of “real” 

non-fiction books—all with a 

history or science focus. After 

choosing their books, students 

will be given a “menu” of activ-

ities to complete based on the 

selection they opt to read.  

As always, please let me know 

if you have any questions or 

concerns.  

-Mrs. Annette Ryden 

In Earth Science, we have 

finished our first unit on 

basic scientific process-

es.    We are beginning our 

unit on Forces, Motion, 

and Energy.  We are begin-

ning from the ground up by 

discussing what motion is 

and how we know an ob-

ject is in motion.   

From there we will discuss 

the difference between 

distance and displace-

ment, and students will get 

an opportunity to put this 

into practice outside 

(weather permitting).  That 

will lead into a discussion 

of speed and how it is cal-

culated.   

We will then look at forces 

and how the forces acting 

on an object affects its 

motion.  We will finish the 

unit off with a look at kinet-

ic and potential energy and 

converting energy from 

one type to another.    

-Mr. Chris Tanner 

ENGLISH 

EARTH SCIENCE 

GATEWAY TO TECHNOLOGY 
Students made and test-

ed tissue paper hot-air 

balloons and tetrahedral 

kites in the beginning of 

our aerospace unit. Then 

groups researched a pre-

sent-day aerospace vehi-

cle and created an info-

mercial based on a po-

tential futuristic version 

of that vehicle! Currently, 

students are researching 

and learning about the 

history of aviation, the 

parts of a plane, the 

basic principles and laws 

of aerospace (four forces 

of flight, Bernoulli's prin-

ciple, Newton's laws, 

etc.), and what keeps 

planes in the air! Next, 

we are designing and 

building gliders, using a 

computer system that 

helps optimize our de-

signs and simulates 

flights before building the 

physical models!  

-Ms. Shelby McElroy 
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It is hard to believe, but the first 

quarter is already over. Where 

did the time go? Grade cards 

will be mailed home and should 

start showing up sometime after 

October 19.  Math grades were 

final in Schoology at the end of 

the quarter, October 12.  

Students were all given their 

MAP scores and will take it 

again sometime during the last 

week of 2nd quarter.  

You can follow what your stu-

dent is doing by accessing 

Schoology.  All assignments and 

grades will be posted there and 

updated frequently. Please read 

the document describing Mas-

tery Reform as it is a way to help 

your student relearn topics they 

may have been confused about 

as well as a way to improve their 

grades.  

Students are assigned daily work 

but are usually given some class 

time to get it started but rarely 

enough time to get it finished. 

So you should expect them to 

be doing math homework daily. 

Also please note that students 

have a professionalism grade in 

addition to what you would nor-

mally see in a math class. Please 

email Mr. Price (dprice@tps.org) 

or send him a message thru 

Schoology if you ever have any 

questions or concerns. 

-Mr. Dale Price 

 

In Quarter One, the stu-

dents were introduced to 

the design process, which 

is a tool they will use 

throughout P.E.T. 8 to col-

lect and organize ideas. 

They put this tool to use 

to design a piece of 

unique furniture and help 

me come up with a solu-

tion to solve a problem 

with some pesky flies. The 

quarter ended with the 

students honing their 

measuring skills, which will 

be crucial to master mov-

ing forward in our course 

as well as many other sub-

jects in STEM. Very early 

in Quarter Two, we will 

begin learning about tech-

nical drawings and then 

begin producing ortho-

graphic projections and 

isometric sketches to ac-

curately represent items 

in two dimensions. This is 

a precursor to our culmi-

nating lesson in Semester 

One, Autodesk Inventor!   

-Mr. Mike Saloiye 

MATH 
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PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  

Our fitness days are going well 

and will continue to be a part of 

our classes for the year with the 

goals of increasing strength, 

endurance, and overall fitness 

knowledge.  We are also excited 

for the Metroparks to bring 

back archery, not only in the 

beginning of November but in 

February as well. Students 

seemed to really enjoy the chal-

lenge from last year when they 

came out. We thought it would 

be great to build on what previ-

ously achieved.   

—Mr. Hubbard and Mr. Saun-

ders   
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TTA Student Council sponsored 

our first annual tailgate party on 

the front lawn. It was a great suc-

cess, with over 150 people enjoy-

ing an absolutely splendid early 

fall evening. The weather was per-

fect and families brought games, 

tents, chairs and enough food for 

an army (or a bunch of pre-teens 

and teens) to enjoy.  

We fired up the grill and Grillmas-

ter Tanner delighted us all with 

hot dog perfection. Students and 

parents were so helpful with set-

up and clean-up and the yard was 

left spotless as a result. Many 

asked when the next event would 

be, and the students came to 

school the next day comparing 

notes on how many hot dogs and 

chips they had consumed. A big 

thank you to the student council, 

Mr. Nickoli, and all the families for 

their help! 

T T A  F A M I LY  T A I L G AT E  PA R T Y  

SOCIAL STUDIES
Students in Mr. Brandt's 8th 
grade Social Studies class 
have been learning about the 
early colonial regions that 
developed during the late 
1600s and early 1700s on 
North America's eastern 
coast. They will next spend 
time exploring the relation-
ships amongst those colonies 
and their relationship dynam-
ics with Britain prior to the 

American Revolutionary War 
before looking into the imme-
diate consequences of those 
actions.  

Students should be seeking 
assistance from Mr. Brandt as 
needed for tests and quizzes 
in the class as well as con-
stantly preparing for the 
course with their guided 
notes.  

Lastly, all 8th-grade students 
should be diligently working 
on their NHD projects. The 
annotated bibliography is due 
on Nov.9th and will make up 
20% of their quarter 2 grades. 
Not sure what NHD is?? Talk 
to your local 8th grader to-
day!!  

-Mr. Andy Brandt 



T E C H N E E R  Y E A R B O O K   
F O R  S A L E —  
O R D E R  N O W  B E F O R E   
T H E  P R I C E  G O E S  U P !  

NURSE NOTES  

Free Flu shots will 
be available for TTA 
students on Novem-
ber 12, 2018 during 
the school day.  The 
flu shots are free as 
long as the student 

returns a complete 
consent form. The 
Healthy School Nurs-
es will be present 
November 12th 
from 0800-1000 for 
this clinic. Parents/

Guardians can also 
register their stu-
dent online 
at www.tpsflu.com.  

The dedicated yearbook staff of 12 is working on the 2019 Techneer. This promises to be the 

best … yet. 

There will be more pages and more photos. All grades are included in the book from 7 th to 

12 th . The price is just $25, but it will positively increase on December 7, 2018. Be wise and 

order now to avoid the additional charge. Order forms are available from all English teachers 

and in Room 2203. Parents may order on-line with any major credit card by going to 

ybpay.lifetouch.com and entering the TTA code 13074719. 

The book costs much more than $25 to produce, and the difference is offset by retail/display 

advertising. If you know of a business that might be interested in advertising in the book (or if 

your company would consider an ad), please send an e-mail to year-

book@toledotechnologyacademy.com, and one of the staff members will respond. Any leads 

will be appreciated. 

Yearbooks are evergreen and will bring back memories for years to come. Order today. 

http://www.tpsflu.com/


STUDENT VOICE—DISTRICT  INIT IAT IVE  

The Student Voice group 
at TTA created  a survey 
for all students to com-
plete. It asked students 
questions about school cli-
mate, and what students 
saw as needs within the 
building. As a result, an as-
sembly was organized for 
the seventh and eighth 
grade students, who are 
new to learning the “TTA 
Way” and our “One Rule”.  

Three recent TTA 
gradutes: Josh Dunn 
(2013), Sean Bernheart 
(2014), and Donyvan John-
son (2014) spoke  

about their experiences at 
TTA and how the lessons 
they learned at TTA 
helped them succeed at 
TTA and in their respective 
careers. They shared how 

they struggled with 
adapting to the TTA envi-
ronment—getting work 
turned in, asking for help, 
following rules –and what 
they did to succeed in 

school.  

In addition, four current 
students: juniors and sen-

iors,  spoke about the way 
they started out at TTA 
and the effects that a  
change in their attitudes 
had on their schoolwork, 
focus and futures.  

Seniors Stephan Rubin and 
Star Ambrose shared how 
they began to learn The 
TTA Way as part of the 
first group of eighth grad-
ers. They both discussed 
how asking for help and 
focusing on schoolwork 
guided their success. In 
addition, Jayla Carswell-
Vince and Amen-ra Evans, 
both juniors, discussed 
how focusing on team-
work and thinking of other 
students and staff made a 
difference in their every-
day experience at TTA.  

The TTA Way: 

1. I can make im-

portant contribu-

tions to things great-

er than myself. 

2. I can solve prob-

lems and affect 

what happens to me.  

3. I am a capable 

person who can find 

my own way when I 

need to.   




