
An Age of Democracy
and Progress, 1815–1914

By the start of the 20th century, political reforms were taking 

place in a number of industrial nations. As the map at the right

shows, however, only a few Western nations had democratic

governments in 1900. Use the map to answer the questions below. 

1. What Western democracies existed in 1900?

2. What have you learned in previous chapters about similarities
among these countries or connections among them?

3. Why do you think so few Western nations were democratic 
in 1900?

Connect History and Geography

1845
Ireland struck
by famine.

1837
Queen Victoria
comes to power.

For more information about Western
democracies in the 19th and 20th centuries  . . .
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Kansas Pioneers, by George Melville Stone, depicts
Americans making the westward journey across the
Great Plains by Conestoga wagon.
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In Paris, the 984-foot-tall Eiffel
Tower opened in 1889. Bridge
engineer Gustave Eiffel
designed the tower to mark
the hundredth anniversary of
the French Revolution.
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Western Democracies, 1900

1859
Darwin publishes
theory of evolution.

1867
Dominion of
Canada formed.

1876
Bell demonstrates
telephone.

1889
Eiffel Tower
completed.

10 Chapter-276-277  10/11/02  11:18 AM  Page 277



Interact with History 

You live in a glorious age. Trains and telegraphs are not even
50 years old—and so much remains to be discovered!

You’re something of a tinkerer yourself. Maybe you can perfect
a gas-powered engine and invent the car. Or maybe you can
invent a device to use electricity to light up a room! But wait—
if people could move five times faster, would they really be
happier? What are the dangers of playing with strange new
forces such as electricity and X-rays? Considering all the
possible consequences . . .

278 Chapter 10

The invention of the
electric light can turn
night into day. What
will people do with the
extra daylight hours?

Automobiles provide a new level of
mobility and freedom. The cost of
early cars has meant that few can
afford them. What will happen if the
price comes down? 

What would you invent?

With telephones, people can
speak directly to one another
from within their own homes.
Will they ever get used to the
wires running from their
homes and along their roads?

EXAMINING the ISSUES

• What were the drawbacks of living
in a time before telephones, cars,
electric lights, radios, and so on?

• What might have been better
about life before the “progress” of
the 19th century—and for whom?

• How might inventions affect social
life: the closeness of families, the
gap between rich and poor, the
power of different social groups?

Break into groups and have each group
choose one truly beneficial invention of

the past two centuries. Debate one
another’s choices and see if you can 
find some costs, as well as benefits, of
each invention. 

As you read this chapter, consider 
how invention and democracy were
intertwined in the 19th century. How 
did each promote the other? Think 
about the Industrial Revolution and its
consequences. Also consider more recent
inventions, such as compact disc players
and the Internet.
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